Fostering Innovation and Intellectual Property: The Academic Journey (Report) of the
IPR Cell, V.S.S.D. College, Kanpur

The academic year 2026-27 marked a transformative period for the Intellectual Property
Rights (IPR) Cell at V.S.S.D. College, Kanpur. Driven by a vision to bridge the widening gap
between traditional legal education and rapid technological advancements, the Cell curated a
dynamic series of academic events and initiatives throughout the year, the campus and its
digital extensions transformed into a vibrant hub for discussing the complex intersections of
Intellectual Property Rights, Artificial Intelligence, and the modern digital economy.

1- One-Day National Workshop on Artificial Intelligence and Copyright, 9 April 2026

From Digital IP Protection to Global Higher Education: A Continuing Journey of Academic
Excellence. Building on the successful One-Day National Workshop on “Artificial
Intelligence and Copyright”, the IPR Cell, V.S.S.D. College, Kanpur, continued its academic
journey with a series of thought-provoking programmes addressing contemporary issues of
Intellectual Property Rights, Artificial Intelligence, digital innovation and global higher
education The academic journey of 2026 began with a thought-provoking One-Day National
Workshop on “Atrtificial Intelligence and Copyright”, organized on 9 April 2026.As Artificial
Intelligence continues to generate artistic, literary and creative works, it has brought several
important legal questions to the forefront-who is the author of Al-generated content? Who
owns the copyright? How should moral rights be protected? And can existing copyright laws
effectively address the challenges posed by Al-driven creativity?

The workshop provided an insightful platform to explore these emerging legal dimensions.,
Dr.Anshu Singh, (Assistant Professor) C.S.J.M. University, Kanpur, guided the participants
through the contemporary legal challenges surrounding Artificial Intelligence and Copyright,
highlighting the need to understand and adapt intellectual property laws in the rapidly
evolving digital era. The programme was graced by the presence of Prof. (Dr.) Neeru
Tandon, Principal, V.S.S.D. College, Kanpur, Prof.(Dr.) A.B.Jaiswal, Convenor, IPR Cell,
and all respected faculty members, whose presence and encouragement added immense value
to the programme. The programme was successfully conducted by Shri Rajesh Kumar
Vishwakarma, Member, IPR Cell, while the Vote of Thanks was delivered by Dr. Anand
Dwivedi Member IPR Cell.

2. National Workshop on “Digital Gold Rush” | 2 May 2026

The IPR Cell hosted an online National Workshop titled "Digital Gold Rush" on May 2.
Recognizing the vulnerability of ideas in a borderless internet era, Prof. (Dr) Suneet K.
Srivastava from the School of Law, IGNOU, illuminated the mechanisms of IP protection-
ranging from patents to trade secrets. Participants were equipped with practical strategies to



safeguard their digital assets against online piracy and infringement, a crucial skill set for
today's innovators and entrepreneurs.

3. International Workshop on “The Changing Landscape of Global Higher Education”
|17 June 2026

Dr. Aashish Srivastava, Senior Lecturer at Monash University, Australia

Taking the academic journey to an international platform, the IPR Cell organized a pivotal
International Workshop on 17 June 2026 in the Conference Room of V.S.S.D. College,
Kanpur, focusing on the changing landscape of global higher education. The distinguished
speaker, Dr. Aashish Srivastava, Senior Lecturer, Monash University, Australia, shared
valuable insights from his international academic experience. He encouraged educators and
researchers to move beyond merely suggesting policy changes and emphasized the
importance of interdisciplinary research that addresses real-world societal challenges. Dr.
Srivastava also highlighted the responsible use of Artificial Intelligence in higher education,
explaining how several foreign universities allow students to use Al tools while maintaining
accountability for the accuracy, integrity and application of their work. He further discussed
the transition from rote learning to analytical and open-book assessments, along with the
growing importance of global academic indicators and research visibility, including the
Scopus Index. The programme was beautifully moderated by Ms. Amrita Verma and
witnessed enthusiastic participation from the college's academic fraternity, including Dr.
Anand Shukla, R&D Incharge, Dr. Vikas Singh Gangwar; Dr. Sandeep Singh; Sri R.C.
Dhiman; Dr. Nandlal Jaiswal, Dr. Fatima Aashna; and Dr. Kajal Kushwaha. The enriching
programme concluded with a heartfelt VVote of Thanks delivered by Dr. Ajay Bhupendra
Jaiswal. The continued support and encouragement of Prof.(Dr.) Neeru Tandon, Principal,
V.S.S.D. College, Kanpur, provided strong institutional impetus to these academic initiatives
and reflected the college's commitment to academic excellence, innovation, interdisciplinary
research and global academic engagement.

4. National Webinar on “Ghar: Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata Hai?”” | 18 June 2026

Continuing the discussion on Al and emerging legal challenges, the very next day, 18 June
2026, the IPR Cell organized a National Webinar titled “Ghar: Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata
Hai? - A Framework for Attribution and Liability in Al-Ecosystems”

Dr. Aashish Srivastava returned to the virtual platform to examine the complex ethical and
legal dimensions of autonomous Al systems. The session explored one of the most important
questions emerging in the age of artificial intelligence: When an Al system makes an
autonomous decision, who should be held responsible for its consequences? The webinar
offered participants a comparative perspective on global Al governance frameworks, while
examining emerging issues of attribution, accountability and liability within Al ecosystems.
Together, these programmes demonstrate the IPR Cell's sustained efforts to create
meaningful academic platforms that connect Intellectual Property Rights, Artificial
Intelligence, law, research and global developments in higher education. Under the continued
guidance and encouragement of Prof. (Dr.) Neeru Tandon, Principal, V.S.S.D. College,
Kanpur, these initiatives reflect the institution's vision of fostering critical thinking,
responsible innovation, interdisciplinary research and meaningful engagement with emerging
global challenges. The programme was successfully conducted by Mr Vishal Gupta, while
the Vote of Thanks was delivered by Dr. Kajal Kushwaha.



5- International Faculty Development Programme (FDP) on "Intellectual Property
Rights in the Digital and Al Era," held from (31 July to 12August 2026)

The crowning achievement of 2026 was the historic International Faculty Development
Programme (FDP) on "Intellectual Property Rights in the Digital and Al Era," held from July
31 to August 12. This monumental, free-to-register online initiative brought together a galaxy
of experts from prestigious institutions, including the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO), the DPIIT (Govt. of India), and top-tier law firms. Over the course
of twelve days, distinguished resource persons delivered profound insights on a variety of
cutting-edge themes, enriching the academic discourse:

1-Prof. (Dr.) Manoj Kumar Sinha (Vice Chancellor, DNLU, Jabalpur) set the stage with
a Keynote address on IPR in the Digital & Al Era: Challenges & Opportunities.

2-Prof. (Dr.) Raman Mittal Professor Faculty of Law (University of Delhi) address on Al
and authorship: Who Owns Machine Generated Content.?

3-Dr. Dinesh Dayma (University of Delhi) discussed Cyber Squatting and Domain Name
Disputes in Digital Era.

4-Mr. Nischal Anand (Panda Law) mapped out Blockchain Technology and the Future of
Intellectual Proparty Management.

5-Dr. Raghavender GR (DPIIT, Govt. of India) spoke extensively on Data Sovereignty,
Digital Economy and Intellectual Property.

6-Dr. Kshitij Kumar Singh Associate Professor (University of Delhi) highlighted the
Intellectual Property in Biotechnology and Digital Healthcare :Emerging Legal and Ethical
Challenges.

7-Dr. Victor Vaibhav Tandon (Saikrishna & Associates) analyzed Standard Essential
Patents (SEPs), FRAND and Innovation Policy.

8-Dr. Parineet Kaur (Indian Law Institure New Delhi) tackled the sensitive legal debates
around Generative Al and Copyright: Fair Use, Training Data and Emerging Legal Debates.

9-Prof. (Dr.) Lisa P. Lukose (GGSIP University, Delhi) provided a broader global
academic perspective on Open Access vs. Traditional IP, Global Academic Perspective.

10-Ms. Tanvi Misra (WIPO) outlined the Emerging Global Frameworks for Al and
IP.WIPO, and WTO beyond.

11-Prof.(Dr.) Yogesh Pratap Singh Vice Chancellor (NLU Tripura) & Dr. Shikhar
Ranjan (AALCO) concluded the grand event with a Valedictory address focusing on
International Law and Global Digital Governance, Challenges and Opportunity in the Al Era.

The response to this FDP was unprecedented. The event recorded a massive 436 registrations,
drawing a highly diverse academic crowd. By the end of the rigorous programme, 360
participants had actively showcased their dedication and successfully completed the training.
What made this initiative truly historic was its vast institutional footprint-it witnessed active



participation from scholars and faculty representing 96 distinct Universities and 196 Colleges
and Institutions across the academic spectrum. This overwhelming engagement not only
validated the relevance of the chosen themes but also firmly established the V.S.S.D. College
IPR Cell as a premier, forward-thinking platform for global academic collaboration and legal
innovation.

Achievements of IFDP

A total of 412 registrations were received for this International Faculty Development
Programme, with enthusiastic participation from both Indian and international participants.
The programme witnessed representation from a total of 96 Universities and 196 Institutions,
reflecting the extensive national and international reach of the event. During the programme,
approximately 270-290 participants maintained regular and active attendance every day,
while around 65 participants actively participated in 60%-70% of the sessions. This clearly
demonstrated the participants’ sustained interest, commitment, and the academic relevance of
the programme.

The conceptualization, direction, and academic leadership of this historic academic initiative
were significantly shaped by Prof. (Dr.) Ajay Bhupendra Jaiswal. His visionary approach,
continuous guidance, and academic leadership gave the programme a distinctive and
impactful character. As Convenors, Shri Rajesh Kumar Vishwakarma, Ms. Amrita Verma,
and Dr. Fatima Aasna discharged their responsibilities with utmost dedication, promptness,
and efficiency. Their continuous support and spirit of teamwork played a significant role in
the successful and smooth conduct of the programme. Similarly, the valuable contribution of
Dr. Chandraprabha, Dr. Anand Dwivedi, Shri Vishal Gupta, and Dr. Kajal Kushwaha, as Co-
Convenors, was highly commendable. Their support in various organizational arrangements
and academic activities will always be remembered.

On this occasion of remarkable success, we express our heartfelt gratitude to Hon’ble CA
Neetu Singh Ma’am, Secretary of the Management Committee and Patron of the Programme.
We also extend our sincere gratitude to respected Prof. (Dr.) Neeru Tandon, Principal, whose
able leadership, continuous guidance, and encouragement provided an important foundation
for the successful completion of this extensive international academic programme. We also
express our heartfelt gratitude to all the esteemed members of the Advisory Board, whose
valuable suggestions, expertise, and academic guidance further enriched the quality and
dignity of the programme.

Finally, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the respected faculty members, staff members,
technical team, organizing team, and everyone at V.S.S.D. College, Kanpur who contributed
directly or indirectly to the success of this programme. The Journey of an Academic
Endeavour this programme was not merely a Faculty Development Programme, but a
collective academic journey to understand, share, and assimilate the changing global
landscape of knowledge, law, technology, and intellectual property.
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